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saddleback kids presents...
crash in the morelands

GAVIN

oro

more

joe

chief, president
and king of the morlings

Welcome to the first issue of Saddleback Kids’ new comic
book series called…SKomics! This first SKomic follows the
characters from our current weekend series, in which we
are learning to be thankful.
In this edition, we join Gavin, a mech-tech innovator and his
assistant Oro as they sail the skies in their flying innovation
lab in search of adventure and the occasional spare part.
Gavin and Oro have just fallen from the sky into the strange
land of the Morlings - where everyone’s goal is to simply
gain more. Gavin and Oro will clash with the Morlings as they
attempt to teach them about gratitude and being content.
Hold on to your bolts and gears, this one’s going to be a
bumpy ride!
Copyright © 2016 All rights reserved.
No portion of this comic may be reproduced without prior permission.

Don’t worry ORO!
I’ve got it all
under control.

just in case, you should
probably grab the parachutes.

beep-boop

those aren’t
trees, oro.

hold on oro! I think we
are going to feel this one.

as if
i had
planned it
that way.

Someone forgot to take out
the trash... a lot of times.

greetings,
strange sky dwellers.
stand back oro! we’re being
attacked by baggy
clothed people!

i am MORE, chief,
president and king
of the Morlings.

one title
didn’t do it
for you, huh?

why have
one title when
you can have
more!

you have nothing to fear, sky dwellers
we morlings are a peaceful people. we only ask that you
turn over all of your belongings. including your ship.

but the airship
is our only means
of getting from
place to place.

we. need. big ship.
to fly away from here.
far away.
don’t worry oro!
i’ve got it all
under control.

beep-boop
just stating
the facts.
are you denying
my request?

hours
later

if you take our ship,
we’ll be stuck! why do you need it
anyway? i’m pretty sure you have
a hundred of them stuck
to your junk towers.

you must
understand,
the morlings
always need
more. that is
what defines us
as a people.

it sounds like
the only reason
you want more
things is to have...
more things.

beep-boop

what is this word,
content? I should like to have
it--and then more of it!

now you are
starting to
get it!
my rusty
friend has a point.
have you ever heard
of being

NO!!!!

content?

Beep-boop

the thing is, being
content means to be happy with
what you have--not wanting
more.
you speak
in strange waves,
cloud dropper. i think i will
have the two of you placed in
the dungeon until i figure out
what to make of all this.
meanwhile, i shall dismantle
your airship.

don’t worry, oro. i’ve
got it all under
control.
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Psalm 107:1
Give thanks to the Lord,
for He is good! His faithful
love endures forever.
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Being thankful means remembering to be content
in all circumstances.

the gist of it
Having and wanting more is not always
best. At times you can become so
focused on wanting, needing and
having more that you forget all of
the amazing things you already own.
You may not always get everything
you ask for. it is important to
remember that God has already
blessed you with so much! You can be
thankful by remembering to be
content and joyful with what you
have right now.

let’s think
how does it feel when you don’t
get everything you want?

How can your life be different if you
choose to be happy with what you have
instead of complaining and wanting more?

how can you be content with what
you already have?

what did you learn?
(write here)

r
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Lord, thank you for everything you have blessed me with. Help me to
be content in all circumstances and remember that you know what
is best for me. Thank you for loving me and taking care of me. Amen.

some time later...

Beep-boop
Worried?
why would I
be worried?

get up. it’s
time to go.

You see, oro!
nothing to
worry about.

what’s a....
junker munker?

hello again, sky dwellers.
i have a little job for you.
on the other side of this door, we
have a trapped junker munker.

a junker munker
is a treacherous, ravenous
mechanical beast, born of
the excessive piles of
junk we have in our
camp.
I’d like you to
go in there and
shut him off.

shut him off?

oh yes! if he is left alone
or gets out, he will destroy the
entire village and everyone in it.
now, go get em flying tiger!

it sure
is dark in here. oro,
activate your candle
igniter and let’s get a
look at our
surroundings.

all right then. let’s
squash this little bug
and get out of here.

oh, i mean,
big bug.

oro, i don’t
mean to trouble you.
but perhaps the two of
us should commence
running at this time.

oro, jump into
my arms. i’ve got a
plan!

there’s an electrical
box in the center of his
chest. i’m going to throw
you at him. grab hold of the
electrical box and yank it
loose. that should
power him down.

i don’t think that
worked the way it
was supposed too.

how can i
beat this
guy?

ouch!
ouch?
THAT’s it!!!
ouch!

that’s it, you
over-inflated moped!
keep swinging!

oro!
i’ve got this under
control. you just
stay where you are.

well now. that
wasn’t so bad, was it?

how
in the morelands
did you do
that?

easy!
i just remembered
that god gave me
pain receptors

pain receptors?
what does that have
to do with anything?
one of the
amazing things god gave us
in our bodies, is the ability to
feel pain. pain helps us to know when
something is hurting us. when i
realized that big hunk of junk in there
couldn’t feel pain, i got the idea to
trick him into hitting himself.
i didn’t have to beat him.
he beat himself.
now, are you
going to let
us go?
nope.

what do you
mean no??

guards seize him!
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Psalm 107:1
Give thanks to the Lord,
for He is good! His faithful
love endures forever.
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Being thankful means remembering what
God has done for you.

the gist of it
“Remembering” means to focus on
something that has happened. Your life
is filled with moments. Some of those
moments are happy, joyful and full of
good things; others are sad or maybe
painful and you would rather forget
they ever happened. Did you know the
bible tells us that “God causes
everything to work together for good”?
That means you can be thankful for
every single moment and every single
thing because God is taking care of you.
you can be thankful by remembering all
of the things He has already done for
you.

let’s think
List some of your favorite moments. why
are you thankful for these moments?

what are some things that god has already
done for you that can help you not worry?

what did you learn?
(write here)

r
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Lord, thank you for loving me and taking care of me. I know that you
work all things for good and so I trust you. Thank you for
everything you have done to show you love me and to show you care
about me. Help me to remember to be thankful.

don’t worry, oro.
everything is under
control.

any chance
someone will
lend us a hand?

pardon
me, sir,
but they
did take care
of our
junker
munker
problem.

what’s
your
point? they
stole back
their airship,
so there’s
no way i’m
letting
them go!

they’ve been in
our custody since they
crashed here. how in the
world did they steal
back the airship?

i think my
foot is asleep!

i don’t know, maybe they
have some kind of power we’ve yet to
see. all i know is that when we went to
see the airship today, it was gone!

still, they did
stop a ravenous, mechanical
drooler from destroying
our entire village. surely we
can show them gratitude in
some way other than
hanging them upside
down over a thousand
foot cliff.

perhaps you have
forgotten. i am chief of
the morelands! i show
no one gratitude!!

Beep-boop

what does it look
like i’m doing? i’m getting
us out of here!

!
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don’t worry
oro. this is
just phase one
of my plan.

C
A
CR

beep-boop

unless someone
brings me that airship
today, the cloud jumpers
won’t be the only ones
hanging from a cliff!
uh oh!
did anyone
here a cracking
sound?

!!
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i’m sure it
was nothing.

chief, i think we
have a problem.

nobody panic!
it’s all under control...

cr
ac
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!!

look at the bright
side, oro. it could be worse!

beep-boop
how? oh, i don’t know...
we could be in danger of being struck
by lightning.

oh come on!

beep-boop
well old
pal, it has been
nice flying
with you.

a fast approaching
giant pillow? what are you
talking about?

what is the airship
doing here?!

grab
the rope!

oro! grab my hand!

!!
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gotcha!

i’ve got you
little buddy!

beep-boop

that was a
close one. i thought i was
going to lose--

zap!
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Psalm 107:1
Give thanks to the Lord,
for He is good! His faithful
love endures forever.
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Being thankful means remembering to show
gratitude - say thank you!

the gist of it
throughout your whole life, someone
has been teaching you the importance
of saying thank you. Thankful people
focus more on what they already have
instead of worrying and dwelling on the
things they don’t have. Being thankful is
an attitude of gratitude. When you are
truly thankful, it spills out. You live and
speak in a way that shows you are truly
grateful for the many blessings God
has given you. So remember to be
thankful by showing gratitude. live a
life of gratitude by thanking God for
the many great things He has done for
you.

let’s think
what are some things that you are very
grateful for? take time to thank god for
them and write them below.

are there things in your life that make
it hard for you to be grateful?
(events, people, things that have happened in
you past)

who can you show gratitude towards?
why are you thankful for them?
(write their names below)

what did you learn?
(write here)

r
e
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Jesus, thank you for always taking care of me. Help me to have an
attitude of gratitude and to always say thank you. I want to have a
grateful heart. Thank you for loving me.

let me go!
i have to get oro!

quick! bring
your friend back
to the airship!

he’s nothing
but a lump of
metal potatoes!

I’ll grab his legs.
got it! i’ll grab
his head

the name’s
joe.
gavin.

i don’t understand.
how did you get the
airship... woah!

i was put in
charge of dismantling the airship.
what no one knows is that i’ve
wanted to escape this place for a
long time. instead of tearing it down,
i fixed the ship and decided to
use it to get away.

but why did you
i was just about to get away,
decide to help us? when i heard that you saved the village from
the terrible junker munker. i figured you
at least deserved not to die.

fair enough...

so, where are
you taking us now?

back to the
village.
back to the
village! Are
you crazy??

out of
my way!

trust me.

seize him! and
seize the airship!

my brothers
and sisters,
fellow morlings.
please listen to
what i have
to say.

we have faithfully
followed the chief all
these years, as he has taught
us to always get more.

that’s right! i have
lead us to more!

judge in your
heart what is right. i now
ask you to use what you have
to help someone in
need.

insolence!!!

that’s right! get
them my slaves!

why are you
looking at me
like that?
what are
you doing? please
don’t hurt him!

what
are they
doing?
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37 minutes later
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thank you
for reassembling him...
but... he’s still... dead.

!
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what’s happening to him?

oro! you’re
ok!

yes, gavin.
why would i
not be?
well, now.
that’s much
better.

and you can
talk??! that’s
wonderful!

oro, are you okay
buddy?

Beep-boop

well, familiar
isn’t bad either.

the next day

thank you so much
for everything. our time here
was... interesting.

and thank you
for teaching us to
appreciate what we have,
instead of always trying
to get more.

oh, and congratulations
on your new position as chief
of the morlings.

no, not chief or
president or anything
like that. just joe,
friend and helper.

Beep-boop

oro wants
to know what happened to
the old chief.
he’s been...
reassigned.

goodbye
morlings!

goodbye!!

goodbye!!
goodbye!!

goodbye!!
oro, old pal. set a
course for... somewhere far away
from here. very, very far.
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Psalm 107:1
Give thanks to the Lord,
for He is good! His faithful
love endures forever.
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Being thankful means remembering
that God will supply all your needs.

the gist of it
Being worried means having anxious
thoughts. Sometimes you might be
struggling with something or worried
about what might happen in a
situation. It’s important to remember
that God doesn’t want you to worry.
He will always meet your needs
because He already knows exactly
what you need. You can trust that He
is watching over you and You can
believe that He will never leave you
or let you down. Trust Him to do
exactly what He promises
because He is faithful.

let’s think
What is the difference between worry
and trust?

How would your attitude be different
if you chose to trust God to meet
your needs?

Who are some people that God
has put in your life to take care
of you?

what did you learn?
(write here)

r
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God, thank you for knowing exactly what I need. Thank you for taking
care of me and for loving me. Help me not to worry and instead to
trust you. You are my provider and I turn to you instead of
worrying. I love you and I’m thankful for you.
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